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English 490 I 
Policies and Procedures 
Fall 2001 
Shonk 
Office: 3060 (339B) Coleman Hall 
Phone: 581-6310 
Email: cftasl@eiu.edu 
Required Texts 
'-/ '1 6 1-00 / 
Hours: MWF 9-10, 2-2:30 
T 1-3 R 1-2 
A History of the English Language, 4th, Baugh and Cable 
The Origins and Development of the English Language, 4th, Pyles and Algeo 
Problems in the Origin and Development of the English Language, 4th, Algeo 
A Companion to Baugh and Cable's, 2nd ed., Cable 
Course Grade 
Exercises/Quizzes 15% 
2 Hourly Exams 30% 
Research Paper 25% 
Final Exam 25% 
Participation 5% 
Attendance 
Attendance in itself does not figure into your grade. However, past experience 
shows that those who do not attend regularly do very poorly in the class because of the 
complexity and sequential nature of our study of the language. One cannot expect a high 
grade in participation, moreover, if one is not present to participate. 
An official excused absence (for reasons of illness, family emergency, etc.) does 
permit one to make assigned work. Unexcused absences do not allow for make-up work. 
All work to be made up must be submitted within one week of one's return to class. 
Late papers are penalized one letter grade per working day. 
Course Goals 
The course is intended to familiarize students with the vast and fascinating 
changes our language has endured from Old English to present day. Students will 
become acquainted with the cultural, historical, and social forces that helped to bring 
about those changes and with the potentials for change in the future of the language. 
Students will learn, perhaps most importantly, to look at language as a linguist does, to 
set aside biases and stereotypic views and to look at our language as a continually 
evolving entity. As Chaucer once noted, "In forme of speche is chaunge." This constant . 
change will be the focus of the course. 
Aug. 20 
22 
24 
27 
29 
31 
Sep. 3 
5 
7 
10 
12 
14 
17 
19 
21 
24 
26 
28 
Oct. 1 
3 
English 4901 
Tentative Syllabus 
Fall° 2001 
Shonk 
Introduction to the Course 
"Language and Languages," ODEL 1-24 
"Sounds of Current English," ODEL 25-34 
"Sounds of Current English," ODEL 35-41 
Workbook Exercises {TBA} 
"Indo-European Languages," HEL 16-39 
Labor Day--No Classes 
"Indo-European Languages," ODEL 73-81 
Workbook Exercises (TBA} 
"Old English," HEL 41-55 
"Old English Period," ODEL 99-106 
"OE Period," ODEL 99-106 (cont.) 
"OE Period," ODEL 107-19 
"OE Period," ODEL 119-30 
Workbook Exercises {TBA} 
Review 
EXAMI 
"Middle English," HEL 111-22, 124-27 
"Middle English Period," ODEL 136-45 
"Middle English Period," ODEL 145-51 
.. 
4901 Syllabus 2 
Oct. 5 Fall Break--No Classes 
8 "Middle English Period," ODEL 151-62 
10 "Middle English Period," (cont.) 
12 Workbook Exercises (TBA) 
15 "The Renaissance," HEL 195-209 
17 "The Modem English Period to 1800," ODEL 165-73 
19 "MnEto 1800," ODEL 173-81 
22 Workbook Exercises (TBA) 
24 "MnE to 1800," ODEL 182-94 
26 "MnE to 1800," ODEL 194-206 
29 Review 
31 EXAM II 
Nov. 2 "The Appeal to Authority," HEL 248-61 
5 "The Appeal to Authority," HEL 261-73 
7 "The Appeal to Authority," HEL 273-81; ODEL 206-10 
9 "The English Language in America," HEL 350-56, 360-69 
12 "American Dialects," HEL 369-88 
14 Workbook Exercises (TBA) 
16 "Recent British and American English," ODEL 228-36 
19-23 Thanksgiving Break--No Classes 
4901 Syllabus 3 
Nov. 26 "Recent British and American English," ODEL 217-26 
28 "Words and Meanings," ODEL 237-46 
30 "Words and Meanings," ODEL 246-57 
Dec. 3 ''New Words from Old," ODEL 258-69 
5 "New Words from Old," ODEL 275-84 
7 Summary Discussion; Course Evaluation RESEARCH PAPER DUE 
Final Exam--TBA 
